
“Chaplains tell me they 
sometimes feel separated from 
The Alliance,” says Robert 
Collins, retired lieutenant 
colonel (Army) and director for 
Alliance Military Chaplains 
Ministries. Collins is the 
professional and spiritual 
mentor for Alliance military 
chaplains whose deployment 
takes them around the world, 
including to the front lines of 
war. “They have no Alliance 
churches close to where they 
are stationed, or they live in an 
area of the world where there is 
no Alliance fellowship.”

Collins understands, 
having felt the isolation while 
he was in the military, and 
is working to change the 
situation. Alliance chaplains 
who have been stationed 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
Kuwait have been telling the 
stories of God’s amazing work 
among troops for six years. 
Conversions and baptisms 
occurred in places recorded 
in Genesis; Bible studies have 
sprung up throughout the 
many battalions.

In Kuwait, Chaplain Erik 
Gramling recently baptized 
a new believer and attended 
the Lighthouse Church, where 
Alliance pastor Daniel Harstad 

is “on loan” from the Canadian 
C&MA. The church is part 
of the National Evangelical 
Church Compound in Kuwait 
City, where 10–20,000 
people from 73 multilingual 
congregations attend worship 
services each week. 

“The Compound was 
founded in the early 1900s by 
an American medical couple 
who were invited by the 
ruling family of Kuwait,” says 
Gramling.  “The ministry is 
robust; many come to Christ.”

Gramling also encouraged 
his German military con-
gregation to give to the 
ministry of the Evangelical 
Alliance Church in Baghdad. 
In one Sunday offering,  
church members designated 
more than $12,000 to the 
Great Commission Fund for 
that project.

Collins says, “The vision is 
larger than Alliance Military 
Chaplain Ministries. I believe 
we bring our Alliance chaplain 
family closer to the true 
reality—we are Alliance—and 
we have a vision that is larger 
than are own ministries. It 
is a worldwide vision to take 
the whole gospel to the whole 
world!” 
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several troops and attended 
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of the National Evangelical 
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people from 73 multilingual 
congregations attend worship 
services each week. 
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Giving Triples in Cambodia
Despite the worldwide 

economic downturn, church 
giving recently has doubled—and 
even tripled—in some Khmer 
Evangelical churches in Cambodia 
(The Khmer Evangelical Church 
is the C&MA national church in 
that country).

“In light of the present 
financial crisis, the church 
families here were strongly 
convicted by the message of giving 
that has been preached in the 
churches,” says Alliance missionary 
Soeuth Lao, who serves in the 
border city of Poipet. “Although 
the actual number appears small 
(according to the local standard 
of living), the amount of giving 
received has been tripled in 
Santepheap Church and doubled 
in the Poipet Church.”

The increase in giving is 
especially significant considering 
the extreme poverty in Cambodia. 
“Cambodia is set to be the 
country hardest hit this year by 
the global economic crisis in the 
Asia Pacific region,” the World 
Bank stated on April 7, 2009.

“We are encouraged by the 
tremendous response of God’s 
people and continue to trust Him 
to meet our needs,” says Soeuth. 

Revival at Dorcas House
Alliance church member 

Susan Canida, on a short-term 
missions trip to Burkina Faso, had 
watched every Monday morning 
for several weeks as Alliance 
missionary Lorinda Robinson 
shared the story of God’s 
redemption with the 15 young 
women, ages 15 to 25, living at 
Dorcas House, a home that offers 
practical and spiritual mentoring 
to women who otherwise would 
be on the streets.

Carried by the prayers of 
many, Lorinda’s words fell on 
ripe ears and ripe hearts—the 
spiritual veil was removed! With 
tears of joy, seven young women 
decided to give their lives to 
Christ. For many, it was the first 
time that they had understood 
the possibility of a personal 
relationship with Jesus.

We then gave each attendee 
her own Bible. Dancing around 
the room, lifting up their new 
Bibles, the girls expressed their 
deep joy in being able to read 
God’s Word for themselves. 
One recipient summarized her 
excitement: “I do not need to 
eat anything today—I have this 
Bible—it is enough to satisfy me.”

Please pray for Alliance workers and 
for the people to whom they minister. 
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