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Demographics 
 

·  More than three-quarters of Hispanic Americans/Latinos live in the West and 
South; half of all Hispanics live in just two states: Texas and California. 

·  California’s population is 36% Hispanic, second only to New Mexico with 45%. 
·  There are 3.8 million Hispanics living in our district region (2000).   
·  The Hispanic population has increased by more than 50 percent since 1990. 
·  The projected Hispanic population of the United States as of July 1, 2050 will be 

102.6 million, or 24 % of the total population 
·  People of Mexican origin represent the largest group of Hispanic 

Americans/Latinos, at 66.8 percent, followed by Puerto Ricans (8.6 percent), 
Cuban Americans (3.8 percent), and other Hispanic (20.8 percent).  

·  Thirty-five percent of Hispanic Americans/Latinos are less than 18 years of age.  
·  The median age for Hispanic Americans/Latinos is 27.4 years (2006). 
·  Mexicans still have a comparatively lower tendency to become U.S. citizens, but 

the number of naturalized citizens from Mexico rose by 144% from 1995 to 
2005—the sharpest increase among immigrants from any major sending country. 

·  Nearly all adult children of Latino immigrants, but only a small minority of 
immigrants, describe themselves as fluent in English. English is spoken more 
commonly at work than at home by all generations. Hispanic immigrants report 
greater fluency in English if they are highly educated, arrived in the United States 
as children or have spent many years here. Those born in Puerto Rico and South 
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America are the most likely to say they are proficient in English; Mexican-born 
are the least likely. 

·  Hispanics are transforming the nation’s religious landscape, especially the 
Catholic Church, not only because of their growing numbers but also because 
they are practicing a distinctive form of Christianity. Religious expressions 
associated with the pentecostal and charismatic movements are a key attribute 
of worship for Hispanics in all the major religious traditions — far more so than 
among non-Latinos. The growth of the Hispanic population is also leading to 
the emergence of Latino-oriented churches across the country. 

 
District Hispanic Churches  
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